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D A N T E  -  T H E  G E A N T 2  M I G R A T I O N  P R O J E C T

The Challenge
GÉANT2 was established to provide a multi-gigabit 

next generation data communications network for 

research and education centres across Europe.   

Tasked with planning, building and operating the 

new GÉANT2 network, DANTE set out to connect 

over 30 million users across 34 European countries. 

The organisation turned to Imtech Telecom to project 

manage a key part of the core network upgrade.

Project management excellence
As part of the first phase of GÉANT2, Imtech Telecom is 

preparing Points of Presence (PoP) sites across Europe. 

Imtech engineers are implementing the IP, Optical 

Distribution Frame (ODF) and Out of Band facilities in all 

nine sites, on time and to budget, with no disruption to 

existing services.

Scope of Project
 Build, Test and Stage Management Service 

 Install Juniper Routers

 Install Optical Distribution Frame

Countries covered by Imtech 
Telecom
IT, UK, DE, FR, NL, CH, AT, DK, ES, BE, EE, LT, GR,

LV & SE.

† Planned connection * Connections between these countries are part of NORDUnet (the Nordic regional network)
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multi-gigabit pan-european research network

Network topology diagram showing the
extensive reach of the GÉANT network
across Europe. Each coloured line
represents an international circuit at
speeds of up to 10 Gbit/s. The squares
denote each in-country access node.

Period of time
July 2005 to April 2006 



“Building the first international hybrid network 

of its kind is a massive technical challenge,” 

said Marian Garcia Vidondo, DANTE’s Operations 

Manager. “Above all, it has been important to 

ensure continuity of service as we migrate the 

connected national research and education net-

works from GÉANT to GÉANT2. Through exten-

sive testing and stringent quality control we are 

ensuring that GÉANT’s reputation for excellence is 

maintained during this transition.”
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Imtech Telecom

Imtech N.V. is a European technical service provider 

in the fields of information & communication 

technology, electrical engineering and mechanical 

engineering. With around 14,000 employees, Imtech 

achieves an annual turnover of around 2,0 billion 

euro. Imtech holds strong positions in the buildings, 

industry, marine, infrastructure and telecoms 

markets in Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg and The 

Netherlands and is also active in Sweden, UK and 

Spain. Imtech shares are listed on the Euronext Stock 

Exchange (Amsterdam), where Imtech is included 

in the Midkap index (AMX) and the Next 150 index. 

For more information on Imtech, visit its Web site at 

http://www.imtechtele.com

Next generation research and 
education
The deployment of the first phase of the GÉANT2 next 

generation network means that European researchers 

will now benefit from unparalleled collaboration. The 

largest ever network built for the European research and 

academic community will offer unrivalled geographical 

coverage, high bandwidth, innovative hybrid networking 

technology and a range of user-focused services, keeping 

Europe at the forefront of global research.


